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A *Young Church’ Emerges 


The third in a series dealing with the Bleckmar Mission in Southern Africa, 
the field chosen as the 1961 ELCE Foreign Mission 


In mission terminology, a “young 
church” is a church which has been 
born through the preaching of the 
Gospel in a country and among a 
people that is non-Christian. “Young 
church” describes a community of 
converts from heathenism as distinct 
from believers who have grown up in 
a Christian environment of Christian 
parents. “Old churches” are in this 
respect, the congregations in those 
countries which received the Gospel 
centuries ago. “Old churches” are 
those congregations which have had 
Christians ancestors for many gener- 
ations. “Young churches” are those 
congregations whose members are 
Christians of the first, second or third 
generation. 


The heathen past of their families 
is still fresh in the memory of such 
people, and they search their way in 
an environment which in many re- 
spects still holds fast to the old heath- 
enism and which is often buttressed 
by anti-Christian catchwords of the 
modern world, most of them im- 
ported from Europe. 


Struggle Towards Maturity 


A “young church” is born with the 
first Baptism among heathen people. 
It is nursed, trained, kept alive, and 
guarded by the fatherly, helping 
hand of the missionary. But growing 
youth must learn to stand on their 
own feet and must ultimately take 
over the work of their parents or 
guardians as their own responsibility. 


This growing towards maturity is 
taking place today in many new 
nations all over the world, and is al- 
most always accelerated by the burn- 
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ing desire of the coloured people 
autonomy. As colonialism and 
perialism are overthrown by 
rising tide of nationalism, so p 
archism must give way in the mis 
field. And yet everything depe 
upon this, that development in 
church does not follow lines par 
with the political and social rev 
tions that are taking place. Spiri 
growth in the kingdom of J 
Christ is, in principle, different f 
stages of development in the k 
doms of this world. 


English missionaries of the n 
teenth century coined three slog 
to indicate steps towards indepée 
ence among the young churcl 
self-support, self-government, | 
propagation. These describe asp 
of outward activity. Much more 
portant, however, is the spiri 
process, namely, the Gospel tal 
root in the soil of people’s hearts 


Training a Native Ministry 


The most important forward 
towards autonomy of the yo 
church is the appointing of na 
workers. In the early stages, tl 
are the intellectually and spiritu 
advanced members among the net 
baptized, who work with the miss 
ary as simple helpers, and in dé 
this, often make a stronger impres 
with their way of life than with t 
words. The next step is to prep 
evangelists who are entrusted y 
certain pastoral duties, inclu¢ 
preaching, in a specified district — 
always under the supervision of. 
missionary. Only after years of * 
ing is the next and final step tak 
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Sh gelists who have proved them- 


-s faithful and qualified for the 
2d office of the ministry are or- 
jed as pastors. 

ur picture shows a great day in 
ife of the young Lutheran church 
fouthern Africa. In April 1956, 


Re Zulu evangelists were ordained 


pastors. We see them on their 
* to the church at the mission 
ion, Salem. Leading the proces- 
is the venerable Superintendent 
istoph Johannes, from whose 
gregation they were sent forth. 

ishop Johannes was born. in 
th Africa, the son of a Lutheran 
sionary. He received his educa- 


‘fat Breslau and Leipzig Universi- 
4, and at the mission seminary at 


‘}annes, 


A + 


ckmar. Assisting him at the Or- 
ation were the Zulu Pastor Sibiya 
| two European missionaries, the 
7s. Weber and Dierks. Bishop 
now in his 75th year, 
ervises the mission work of the 
theran Free Churches in 
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South’ 


Africa and is, at the same time, the 
Bishop of the young churches. 

For the future, it is not sufficient 
that only evangelists with an elemen- 
tary preparation be ordained as 
pastors. For this reason, a theological 
seminary is maintained at Enhlanh- 


leni for thorough, scholarly prepara- 


tion of pastors for the young church. 
The first seven students have com- 
pleted their 1960 examinations. With 
the decision to give their life to the 
service of the church, these men 
renounce all claim to many oppor- 
tunities for earning. money and 
choose a life of poverty. 

To keep pace with the movement 
toward self-support and autonomy, 
the theological seminary will have to 
be enlarged again. This will require 
the energetic help of all those 
churches in Europe who support the 
mission in southern Africa as their 
common endeavour. 


by Pfarrer Wilhelm Hopf 
translated by Pastor Marvin Brammeier 


THREE 


BE READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER 


MMoliday 


“Daddy, when are we going on our 
holiday ?” 
“I’ve told you a couple of times 
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already, that it’s not until August! 

“Why can’t we go sooner?” 

“We booked our holiday so that 
you wouldn’t miss school, remember ! 
And then I have to wait my turn at 
work. We can’t all be away at the 
same time.” 

“When are we going, Daddy? Can 
we go swimming this year?” 


“It’s much too cold for 
Barbara broke in. 

“Yes, Johnny, remember how cold 
you were last year?” said Mrs. Smith. 
They all remembered that, how cold 
and wet it had been. 

“Why is it ‘holiday’ when there’s 
no school? or when Daddy doesn’t 
go to work?” asked Johnny while 
all the rest of the family were still 
remembering last year’s trip. 


“What did you say, dear? We 
were all too busy talking,” inquired 
his mother, 

“I only asked why it’s ‘holiday’ 
when there’s no school or when 
Daddy is off work.” 

“TIsn’t that because it’s a time of 
rest?” suggested Barbara. 

“Rest ! that sounds almost funny !” 
said Mrs. Smith, jokingly. “And yet, 
what you say is true. It has some- 
thing to do with rest.” 

“Remember, that when God 
created the world He did it in six 
days and rested on the seventh.” be- 
gan Mr. Smith. “Then, this seventh 


that !” 
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was the holy day for the people 
the Old Testament.” : 

“But that doesn’t have anythin’ 
do with Johnny’s question, dear. © 
wants to know why ‘holiday’ is 
same time when school is out?” 


“Well, Mum, that’s how it oriif, 
ated, with a rest from work, M 
you, the Sabbath was not only a F 
of rest but it was a day devotee 
the worship of God.” 


“But we don’t keep the seve 
day as a ‘holy day’ anymore,” inf 
posed Barbara, looking at a calen 
“Look, the seventh day is Satursf 
and we have our day of rest on fi 
day, the first day of the week. 


“T’m sure there is an answe} 
that but I can’t remember .. . 
wait a minute, doesn’t the Catecl! 
answer this question? Where is 

“Tt’s over there in 


. there’s a good girl.” 

“Let me, Mum!” 

“No, Johnny, there’s too muc 
my desk that I don’t want youf} 
touch. Let Barbara... 17 

“Mum! where is it?” 

“On the left hand side, nex 
the inkwell Maybe there ff 
some letters on it... . look w@ 
them.” 


what’s “all this ina hays ares 


‘Don’t lose it! They’re things 
Pastor gave us during our « 
They’re all things worth keeping: 
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[rs. Smith took the book, leafed 
ugh it, and then stopped as she 
e to the Third Commandment. 
us should give us the answer. 
sstion number 45 is: Does God 
ire that we Christians of the New 
‘ament observe the Sabbath (Sat- 
ay) and other holy days of the 

Testament? Can you answer 
, John?” she asked teasingly. 


Let’s see now. The Command- 
it says, ‘Remember the Sabbath 
to keep it holy.’ Well then, I 
,}ss we should be keeping Satur- 


fj You’re wrong, Daddy, you know!” 
fully chided his daughter who 
been looking over her mother’s 
alder. 


ve it. “The Son of Man is Lord 
a of the Sabbath day,’ and ‘Let 
man therefore judge you in meat 
ijn drink, or in respect of an holy 
, or of the new moon or of the 
bath days; which are the shadow 
hhings to come but the body is of 
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If God abolished Saturday as the 
@bath, then we can have any day, 
ippose. Why do we go to church 
Sunday then?” 


Daddy, that’s answered here, too. 
ji asked a question almost right 
‘| of the book !” remarked Barbara; 
i) had by this time taken the 
‘echism from her mother and was 
xing it over carefully. “Listen to 
_: ‘We observe Sunday and other 
‘irch festivals in order to have time 
| opportunity for public worship.’ 
d the Catechism says : ‘The early’ 
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Christians observed the first day of 
the week.’ ” 


“Babs, does the Catechism say why 
the Christians did not keep Satur- 
day, but Sunday? Particularly since 
the Third Commandment says ‘Re- 
member the Sabbath Day to keep it 
holy ?’ ” 

“No, I can’t find it here’. 

“Let me have a look. There must 
be an answer!” insisted Mr. Smith, 
as he reached for the book. ‘Sure, 
here it is. . . . The next question 
answers it .... ‘We should fear and 
love God that we may not despise 
preaching and His Word but hold it 
sacred and gladly hear and learn it.’ 
I remember now . . . . we discussed 
this in our class. We sin when we do 
not attend public worship, when we 
don’t use the Bible, and . . . ah 
here it is, on page 61.” 

Gradually, as memories were stir- 
red and the conversation went on, the 
whole teaching relating to the holy 
day became clear, even to the point 
where it was realised that a person 
could be a Christian without going 
to Church, but the chance was very 
poor since there could then be hardly 
any growth in faith. 

During all this, Johnny, who had 
begun the quest, sat puzzled, still 
wondering why “holiday” was used 
in connection with his staying home 
from school. Finally, he asked again 
and his mother turned to him, ex- 
plained that ‘holiday’ was a com- 
pound of ‘holy’ and ‘day’ and that it 
was the word that we use for a rest 
period from work as well as a word 
for the day of worship and special 
days like Christmas and Easter.. 

Then Johnny turned a_ bright 
young face to his mother and said : 
“When are we going on our holi- 
day?” LISTENER. 
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“We cannot recommend,” a letter from the National Coal Board began, advising 
postponement of the building project at Grindon. 


GRINDON PUT TO THE TEST 


by Pastor DEsMoND JOSE 


In these days of a rapidly changing world, of scientific marvels, , 
political upheavals, the church is finding herself being isolated more - 
more from the ordinary life and problems of modern man. Our wi 
conception of what the word “missions” means is changing. Cornish pe! 
might have been offended if, two hundred years ago, John Wesley — 
spoken of their Duchy of Cornwall as a “mission field”, as he went storr 
through the villages with the Gospel. But today that part of Engl: 
where I was born and where I spent my first years in the Lutheran mini 
is again an area in which the majority of people have lost the church-g 
habit and have again become strangers to the Gospel. Most so-c 
“Christian” lands of Western Europe are as much “mission fields” toda 
when they were evangelised a thousand or more years ago. “Missions 
responsible Christians today means not only to preach the Gospel in fa) 
heathen lands but to bring it afresh to their own community, to the fas 
next door. 


A GREAT BEGINNING 

Our mission at Grindon, my present field of labour, began dramati¢ 
and with great promise. The temporary building, purchased from 
Methodist church, was full for both the church service and the Sum 
School on Septuagesima Sunday, 2 February 1958, when we Luthe 
began work in Grindon, a new district of Sunderland, County Durhan 
Northern England. The one-acre site was ideally situated on a crossr® 
joining three large post-war housing estates, Pennywell, Nookside, 
Grindon. 

Among the 103 who attended the first service at Grindon were some tl 
from St. Timothys, the first ELCE congregation in Sunderland, establi 
only four years earlier, in 1954. Grindon was. in fact, born of St. Timo# 
efforts to follow up Sunday School children who had moved from the « 
area of Hendon, where St. Timothys is’ located, into the extensive hovs 
estates springing up west of the town centre. To help the new missior® 
started, St. Timothys switched their own services to the morning and © 
out in force to support the evening service at Grindon, at the same © 
supplying the teachers for the large new Sunday School of their daug: 
mission. 

In October 1958, the parent church returned to the more favour 
evening service in its own church and we at Grindon began our own sepé 
existence, perhaps too early for our own good. 


UNEXPECTED SETBACK 
The enthusiastic*response which greeted the beginning of our Grir 
work was great, greater than we expected. So was the period of dex 
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t followed. After the novelty of a new venture, you can expect a decline. 
-, during this critical period, before we had gotten “our second breath”, 
't were, we experienced our first great test of faith. 

The National Coal Board wrote : “We cannot recommend that the above- 
ntioned development should take place at the present time”. The “above- 
mtioned development” was the £20,000 Lutheran church-parsonage 
ject at Grindon for which plans and tenders had been completed and 
sroved. The Coal Board told us they were mining underneath the site and 
rned that it would be dangerous for us to proceed with construction. At 

end of two years we should consult them again. 

You can imagine the shock which this news brought to our people at 
indon. It came out of the blue, totally unexpected. It stunned. Hopes 
re dashed, plans upset, doubts and questions raised. 


(CLINE 

The National Coal Board warning came in December 1959. How have 
fared in the eighteen months since that shock ? 
Dur attendances at both services and Sunday School have gone down, most 
jously among the adults. Even now we do not lack plenty of young children 
Sunday School and youth at our clubs, but we are not able to attract and 
‘ld more than a small number of adults. Yet it is to the adults we look 
> potential leaders and working members for our congregation. At Sunday 
hool, the decline was greatest in the attendance of older children, the very 
sup from which we should be gathering our Confirmation classes. Last year 
ly six people were confirmed, but already things are beginning to pick up : 
is year we have twelve under instruction, three men, three women, and six 
enagers. 


NOTHER LOOK 

With six months to go before we can approach the Coal Board regarding 
e ban, we have the opportunity to take another look at the problems and 
vospects of our Grindon mission. 

A new housing area poses an obvious and ideal opportunity for evangelism. 
ll the established churches realize this. So do many strange new sects. 
Against this background, we Lutherans must make sure that our church is 
‘ceived for what she is, an historic, apostolic, catholic church, teaching 
thing novel or new, standing for the great and ancient truths once 
slivered to the saints and set forth in the Christian Bible. 

And the building, too, is important, the impression it gives of the church 
) the outsider. We have at Grindon a temporary building whose interior 
n Sundays, after it has been scrubbed, polished and a sanctuary set up, 
ives a very churchy atmosphere. But the problem is to get the indifferent 
ublic inside. What they see outside are grey asbestos sheet walls and a 
orrugated roof. For committed Christians, such an exterior is no barrier, 
ut for the people whom we wish to win, it is. y 

It seems to me the only answer to this problem is to use the mission hall 
yr as short a period as possible, just long enough to establish whether the 
hurch has a duty and a future in the area. 

This question our Grindon mission has yet to answer. 


(continued on page 9) 
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Commissioning Service revived at Ruis 


An old ELCE practice was revived at St. Andrews Lutheran Church, Ruislip 
4 p.m. on Saturday, 10 June, when Pastor Robert Bruer was commissioned for 
work in Plymouth on behalf of the Executive Council by the Rev. E. Geo. Pea 
Chairman. Assisting at the Commissioning were the Revs. Arnold Rakow, No 
Heintz, Roger Winger, all of London, and the Rev. Marvin Brammeier of Car 
In the introductory remarks of the commissioning sermon, Pastor Heintz, speakin: 
the minister of the ELCE mother congregation, called attention to the first 
service seven years earlier at Luther-Tyndale and to the growth from one to fourt 


pastors in the intervening period. 


The Commissioning Service was held 
in response to a recommendation made by 
the Barnes Pastoral Conference, 9-10 May, 
and approved by the Executive Council at 
their meeting on Monday, 29 May. From 
now on, new pastors, called by the ELCE 
through the Executive Council to begin 
work in new areas, will be sent forth to 
their field by a special service to which 
members of all ELCE congregations will 
be invited. 


Graduated from Concordia Theological 
Seminary Springfield, Illinois, U.S.A. in 
June 1960, Pastor Bruer, accompanied by 
his wife, arrived in England in September. 
Since then he has been assisting Pastor 
Rakow at St. Andrews. The Bruers will 
leave for their new home at 15 Rocking- 
ham Road, Mannamead, Plymouth within 
the next few days. 


ALBERT SMITH CHAIRS NEW 
COMMITTEE 

Mr. Albert Smith, member and elder 
of Holy Trinity, South Tottenham, was 
elected chairman of the Master Plan 
Committee at their first meeting at 42 
Museum Street, London, W.C.1, on Tues- 
day, 16 May. Pastor V. H. Hennig of 
Harlow is secretary. Other members are 
Mr. J. C. George of Luther-Tyndale and 
Mr. J. Ansett of St. Pauls, Boreham 
Wood. 

The new Committee was appointed by 
the 1961 Synod at Rtislip to carry 
through the proposals of the Master Plan 
which projects ELCE  self-support in 
18-25 years. 

In their first meeting, the Committee 
discussed the meaning of the word 
“stewardship” and asked each lay com- 
mittee member to write down, in 300 
words or less, what he meant by “steward- 
ship” for study at the néxt meeting and 
for possible synthesis into an article for 
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publication in the British Lutheran. 
was also agreed to send a letter to 
congregations asking for suggestions whi 
would help the Committee to carry — 
its functions. 


BOREHAM WOOD WINS SHIELD 
St. Pauls, Boreham Wood, were the fi 
winners of the shield presented by © 
Andrews, Ruislip, to the congrega 
gaining the most points in the sp 
events of the annual Whitmonday Outi 
The Outing took place at Deane P. 
South Ruislip, on 22 May. Bore 
Wood had a total of 81 points, Ken 
town 48, Ruislip 29, Tottenham 9, 
Petts Wood 3. An estimated 300 from ~ 
ELCE churches in the London area t 
part. In the closing devotion in 
Andrews Church, the lessons were r 
by Mr. G. Humphreys and Mr. G. Day 
Pastor Bruer preaching the sermon. 


THREE CAMBRIDGE BUSES ; 
FOR CARDIFF DEDICATION 

It will take three minibuses to tras 
port Lutherans from Cambridge the 2 
miles to Cardiff for the dedication of t 
Lutheran Church at Fairwater, Card: 
on Saturday, 15 July. It is expected thh 
ELCE members from the London ar 
will, require one or more coaches. M 
Mervin Kelly, member of Christ Luther. 
Petts Wood and travel agent who 
arranging the transport, estimated a c# 
of 25/- to 30/- per person for the 1 
miles London-Cardiff journey. “We w 
have to leave about 8 a.m. and should © 
back in London around midnight”, M 
Kelly stated. ‘ 

The Service of Dedication will beg 
at 3 p.m. and will be conducted by t 
Rev. Norman Nagel of Cambridge. T’ 
Dedication Sermon will be preached | 
the Rev. Marvin Brammeier, Card 
pastor. Tea will be served after the Se 
vice. 
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‘aong those invited to attend are the 

Lieutenant of Glamorganshire, the 
| Mayor of Cardiff, and the Member 
arliament for Cardiff. 


-LUTHERAN CONFERENCE 
more than 40 pastors from all Luth- 
groups in Great Britain gathered at 
»llingham Gardens, South Kensington, 
don, for a three-day (6-8 June) theo- 
al conference sponsored by the 
veran Church—Missouri Synod and 
Lutheran Free Conference. The Lat- 
3, Estonian, Polish, Hungarian, Ger- 
, Swedish, and Finnish Lutheran 
‘ches were represented as well as 
lish Lutherans. 
ir Herman Harms, Honorary Vice- 
ident of the Lutheran Church — Mis- 
1 Synod, was moderator of the meet- 
Dr. Harms is well known to many 
SE Lutherans from his frequent visits 
}britain in the past. The theme of the 
ference was ‘““The Nature of Unity’. 
ers were delivered by Prof. H. A. 
man, D.D., Professor of Systematic 
ology at Concordia Seminary, St. 
wis, Missouri, U.S.A. and Pastor J. 


Louhivouri, Finnish seamen’s pastor in 
London. 


NORA MITCHELLS SHORT VISIT 


Miss Nora Mitchell, teacher at the 
Lutheran High School, Vadakangulum, 
Madras State, South India, was able to 
spend only a few days in London, her 
home, before going on to Valparaiso, 
Indiana, U.S.A., where she will study for 
a year at the Lutheran-operated Valpa- 
raiso University. Miss Mitchell was hospi- 
talised with typhoid while en route in 
Germany from India and had to cut 
short her stay in Britain. She arrived in 
London on 31 May and left again on 5 
June. 

Miss Mitchell holds a special place in 
ELCE history as the only worker in a 
foreign mission field who has been com- 
missioned by an ELCE congregation for 
foreign service. The special service took 
place at Luther-Tyndale in 1956. 

During her short stay, Miss Mitchell 
spoke of her work in India at Petts Wood, 
Boreham Wood, Kentish Town, and Har- 


low. 


IINDON— (continued from page 7) 
ARRY ON 


{n the months since the Coal Board’s warning, we have gone ahead with 
¢ mission programme. We have used two different methods of evangelism : 
2, the Christian Film Festival, an appeal to the whole neighbourhood, and 
> other, the Family Guest Night, where mission effort and prayer 1s 
acentrated on a selected group of Sunday School children’s parents. Both 
sthods have brought us closer to the general public and to the parents of 
r children, but they have just fallen short of bringing in the adults in the 
ty we hoped they would. 
Small churches and struggling missions often astound the watching public 
d nearby churches by their quiet determination and stubborn faith. It 
ems they go on and on and refuse to give in. We have people of that 
ind at Grindon. They are conscious of the duty and responsibility which is 
eirs as people who have received so great a gift from the Saviour of all 
nkind. We look upon our opportunities at Grindon as staggering and 
escapable. We have a church site, not an easy thing to get in this crowded 
nd. We are geographically and socially the centre of thousands of homes, 
1 within easy walking distance or easy transport. We have around that 
mtral site thousands of people whose only occasion for churchgoing is a 
uptism, marriage or funeral. Lastly, we have the Gospel of Jesus Christ — 
ad the people at Grindon are in sore need of it. 
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ember 1959, he served the field as ELCE 
missionary, from now on as the called 
pastor of the new congregation. 

On the following Sunday, 21 May, a 
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special “‘installation’” service was 

ducted by the Sunday School superin’ 
dent and the Church Council for § 
children of the two Sunday Schools. § 


LUTHERAN WOMEN ADOPT CAMBRIDGE AND BLECKMAR PROJECTS 


Lutheran women, gathered at Holy 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Tottenham, on 
Sunday, 30th April, for the second annual 
convention of the Lutheran Women’s 
League of Great Britain, voted to donate 
their 1961 offerings to mission projects 
in Cambridge and in southern Africa. For 
their heme mission project, they chose to 
purchase a cooker for Westfield House, 
Cambridge, centre of the ELCE pastoral 
training programme. The overseas project 
selected was the Bleckmar Mission, the 
Zulu-Bantu field in southern Africa which 
has also been designated as the ELCE 
Foreign Mission for 1961. 

Eighty-two women answered the roll 
call. The LWLGB consists at present of 
five member societies at Kentish Town, 
Tottenham, Ruislip, Petts Wood and 


Sunderland, Co, Durham, and | 
attached groups at Boreham Wood, J 
low, Grindon and Cardiff. Mrs. H 
Mayer brought greetings from 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary Leagu 
America. 


Mrs. F. Hilldenbrand was electe«§ 
a new member to the Executive C 
mittee. Re-elected were Mrs. C. Law§ 
Vice-Chairman, Mrs. E. F. R. S 
Secretary, and Mrs. J. Sims and Mr 
Welch, committee members. 


The Rev. R. Blank of Cambridge » 
a talk, illustrated with colour slides 
Lutheran missions in Venezuela, 
South American field where he 
vicared prior to his final year of s 
at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 


The Concordia A Capella Choir of Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr. 
U.S.A., one of the teacher-training schools of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Sy 
The choir will give thirty-four sacred concerts this summer in the U.S. and Eu: 
In England, they will sing in ELCE churches as follows : 


Str. ANDREWs, RursLip — Friday, 9 June, 7.30 p.m. 
St. PAuts, BoreHam Woop — Sunday, 11 June, 10 a.m. | 
Hory Trinity, TorrenHam — Sunday, 11 June, 11 a.m. } 
Lutuer-Tynpare, Kentish Town — Sunday, 11 June, 6.30 p.rsf 
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